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Early Life
• Both were born on June 13, 1935; Christo in Gabrovo Bulgaria and Jeanne-Claude in 

Morroco

• Christo studied art at the Sofia Academy from 1953 to 1956 and than went to Prague 

in the Czech Republic until 1957 when he left for the West

• Jeanne-Claude was born in Casablanca Morocco where her father who was an army 

officer was stationed  and earned a degree in Latin and philosophy in 1952 from the 

University of Tunis



Purpose of their art
• Although their work is visually impressive and often controversial due to its scale, 

the artists have reportedly denied that their projects contain any deeper meaning than 

their aesthetic appearance

• According to them, the purpose of their art is to create works of art for  joy and 

beauty to create new ways of seeing familiar physical landscapes



Barrels
• Barrels were a suitable working material for Cristo because of their sculptural effect 

and low cost and soon became a dominant factor in several of his future works

• From 1958 onwards Cristo created many structures out of wrapped and unwrapped 

barrels and their large size coupled with their arrangement in groups enhanced their 

physical effects over smaller works

• In 1961, Cristo presented his work to the public in the Cologne gallery of Haro

Lauhus and visitors welcomed by a column of stacked barrels which reached the 

ceiling and left only a small passage to get to the back room of the gallery 



42,390 Cubic Feet Package
• In October 1966, Christo and Jeanne- Claude completed the 42,390 Cubic Feet 

Package with the assistance of 147 students from the Minneapolis School of Art

• The core of the air package was comprised of 4 U.S Army high altitude research 

balloons each measuring about 25 feet in diameter and 2,800 colored balloons each 

averaging 28 inches in diameter

• All of the balloons were inflated sealed and than wrapped in 8,000 square feet of 

polyethylene which was then sealed with Mylar tape and secured with 3000 feet of 

Manila rope



5,600 Cubic centimeter package
• The 5,600 Cubic centimeter package was constructed in 1968 in Kassel Germany and 

the artist created the largest ever inflated structure without a skeleton

• In order to finish the project it took two weeks to make arrangements for a pair of 

giant cranes to arrive simultaneously in Kassel to elevated the package from its 

horizontal position on the ground to its vertical position

• The elevation took 9 hours and once elevated the project stood 280 feet tall with a 

diameter of 32.8 feet and air pressure was maintained by a centrifugal blower run by a 

variable speed electric motor 



Surrounded Islands
• On May 7, 1983 the installation of Surrounded Islands was completed in Biscayne 

Bay between the city of Miami, North Miami, the Village of Miami Shores, and 

Miami Beach

• For two weeks, the installation spread over seven miles was seen, approached and 

enjoyed by the public, from the causeways, the land, the water, and the air

• The luminous pink color of the fabric was in harmony with the tropical vegetation of 

the uninhabited verdant islands, the light of the Miami sky, and the colors of the 

waters of Biscayne Bay



The Umbrellas
• At sunrise on October 9,1991 Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s workers began to open 

3,100 umbrellas in Ibaraki Japan and California with the work of art reflecting the 

similarities and differences in the ways of life and the use of land in the two inland 

valleys

• The free standing nature of the project reflected the availability of the land in each 

valley and in the limited space of Japan the umbrellas were positioned close together 

and sometimes following the geometry of the rice fields  



The Gates
• The project was installed in Central Park and was completed with the blooming of 

7,503 fabric panels on February 12,2005 and the gates were spaced at 12 foot 

intervals except where low branches extended above the walkways

• The gates and fabric panels and gates could be seen from far away through the 

leafless branches of the trees and the work of art remained for 16 days and than the 

gates were removed and the materials recycled

• The people of New York continued to use the park as usual and for those who walked 

through the project the saffron color fabric was a golden ceiling creating warm 

shadows



Wrapped Floor and Stairway
• The Wrapped Floor and Stairway is a temporary sculpture and was completed on May 

20 1969 and remained in place until June 6 1969

• The entire floor of the gallery had been emptied of everything, painted white and was 

covered with house painters white drop cloths

• Although the transformation was minimal the white color drastically altered the space 

generating an atmosphere of silence and spiritual tranquility



The Mastaba
• Is a project for Abu Dhabi was conceived in 1977 and it will be the largest sculpture 

in the world made from 410,000 multi-colored barrels to form a mosaic of bright 

sparkling colors 

• The structure is 150 meters high, 225 meters deep at the 60 degree slanted walls and 

300 meters wide at the vertical walls and is the only permanent large scale work

• The Mastaba is an ancient and familiar shape to the people of the region and the 

colors and the positioning of the 55 gallon steel barrels were selected by Cristo and 

Jeanne-Claude in 1979 when they visited the Emirate for the first time



Works Cited
• https://christojeanneclaude.net/

• https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-understanding-christo-jeanne-claude-6-
pivotal-artworks

• https://www.theartstory.org/artist/christo/

• https://www.dezeen.com/2018/06/21/christo-jeanne-claude-seven-key-projects-
installations-design/

• http://www.artnet.com/artists/christo-and-jeanne-claude/

https://christojeanneclaude.net/
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-understanding-christo-jeanne-claude-6-pivotal-artworks
https://www.theartstory.org/artist/christo/
https://www.dezeen.com/2018/06/21/christo-jeanne-claude-seven-key-projects-installations-design/
http://www.artnet.com/artists/christo-and-jeanne-claude/

